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INTRODUCTION 
 
This activity focuses on the childhood maltreatment consequences on social pragmatic 
communication. Based on a complex family and social conception of neglect, a logical model 
illustrating public health services for children experiencing neglect is proposed. The role of 
speech-language pathology in prevention, policy, and practice is outlined. The importance of 
assessing the narrative language of children exposed to complex trauma is also emphasized. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
You will be able to: 

● describe at least three cognitive areas where maltreatment has an impact on 
social pragmatic communication 

● describe the implementation of multilevel interventions within an interdisciplinary 
and intersectoral approach 

● delineate the role of speech-language pathologists in advocacy for children who 
experience psychosocial adversity early in life  

● describe the specific deficits that many children with trauma exposure 
demonstrate in both narrative and expository language skills 
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