
 

 

 
The Impact of Hearing Loss on Language and Literacy SIG 1 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This Perspectives forum focuses on the reading outcomes of students with hearing loss and 
cochlear implants. The first article examines the role of vocabulary on print knowledge for 
students with hearing loss. The second article provides recommendations for treating the 
listening and spoken language skills of students with hearing loss based on the results of a 2-
year study. The third article compares how reading ability and working memory are impacted in 
students with cochlear implants and hearing aids after they participated in a computer-based 
program. The final article explores the relationship between language and reading ability in 
students with hearing impairment.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
You will be able to: 

• compare the relationship between conceptual print knowledge and alphabet knowledge 
• explain the best-practice recommendations for teaching vocabulary and concept words 

to children with hearing loss 
• describe the importance of reading fluency in reading development as it compares to the 

strengths and challenges of the reading achievement of children with hearing loss 
• describe the results and benefits of a computer-based phonics program on reading 

ability in students with cochlear implants and hearing aids 
• define the challenges that children with hearing loss experience with oral and written 

language and the intervention principles that will support literacy acquisition for these 
children 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Prologue to the Forum: Literacy and Language Issues In Children With Hearing Loss by Sneha 
V. Bharadwaj 
 
Teaching Vocabulary to Improve Print Knowledge in Preschool Children With Hearing Loss by 
Emily Lund, Carly Miller, W. Michael Douglas, and Krystal Werfel 
 
Reading Achievement in Children With Hearing Loss Who Use Listening and Spoken 
Language: Results and Implications From a 2-Year Study by Elaine R. Smolen, Maria C. 
Hartman, and Ye Wang 
 
Reading Ability and Working Memory in School-Aged Children Who Are Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Using Cochlear Implants and/or Hearing Aids: A 3-Year Follow-Up on Computer-Based 
Phonics Training by Cecilia Nakeva von Mentzer, Sonia Wallfelt, Elisabet Engström, Malin 
Wass, Birgitta Sahlén, Karin Pfändtner, Björn Lyxell, Petter Kallioinen, Magnus Lindgren, 
Marianne Ors, and Inger Uhlén 
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The Duality of Patterning in Language and Its Relationship to Reading in Children With Hearing 
Loss by Susan Nittrouer 
 
PROGRAM HISTORY and IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
Start date: November 20, 2020 
End date: November 20, 2023 
 
To earn continuing education credit, you must complete the learning assessment on or before 
November 20, 2023. 
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