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Marie Ireland, Med, CCC-SLP, BCS-CL, works for the 

Virginia Department of Education, providing professional 

development on child language; evidence-based practice; 

dynamic assessment; and the impact of socioeconomic, 

cultural, and linguistic differences. She is a member of the 

State Education Agencies Communication Disabilities Council 

(SEACDC) and presents across the U.S. to SLPs and other 

educators. She is a Board Certified Specialist in Child 

Language and Language Disorders and serves as ASHA’s 

Vice President for SLP Practice (2018–2020).  
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Cynthia O’Donoghue, PhD, CCC-SLP, FNAP, is a professor 

and serves as the Academic Unit Head for Communication 

Sciences and Disorders at James Madison University in  

Harrisonburg, Virginia. O’Donoghue holds clinical credentials 

and licensure in the Commonwealth of Virginia and has 

practiced professionally with both adult and pediatric 

neurogenic populations for more than 30 years. She teaches 

graduate courses and conducts research in communication 

disorders of neurogenic etiology with a focus on cognitive-

linguistic deficits and dysphagia. Key service roles have 

included Vice-Chair of the Brain Injury Council for the Department of Aging and 

Rehabilitative Services (DARS), President of the Board of Trustees for Crossroads to 

Brain Injury Recovery, Inc., Board of Directors for the Brain Injury Association of Virginia 

(BIAV), and member of the National Advisory Council (NAC) for the ETS PRAXIS 

Examination in Speech-Language Pathology. She is a voting member of the Dysphagia 

Research Society, the Academy of Neurological Communication Disorders and 

Sciences, American Congress of Rehabilitative Medicine, ASHA, and the Council for 

Academic Programs in CSD. O’Donoghue was awarded the designation of Distinguished 
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Fellow and Scholar to the National Academies of Practice (NAP) in Speech-Language 

Pathology. 
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Sarah Szynkiewicz, PhD, CCC-SLP, is an Assistant 

Professor in Communication Sciences & Disorders for 

Samford University. She has clinical and research experience 

in pediatric and adult dysphagia and has contributed to the 

original version of the Virginia Department of Education’s 

SLP training modules in pediatric dysphagia under Dr. 

Cynthia O’Donoghue’s grant award.  
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Julian White, MS, CCC-SLP, CLC, is a doctoral candidate at 

James Madison University, where she also received her 

Master’s in Speech-Language Pathology in 2016 with specific 

interest in pediatric dysphagia. Her primary area of research 

is best practices for instrumental evaluation of infant 

swallowing. Prior to beginning her doctoral studies, White 

worked full-time as a pediatric SLP at VCU Hospital, 

specializing in swallow evaluations for patients in the NICU, 

PICU, pediatric floors, and outpatient feeding clinic. She 

continues to work at VCUH as a PRN pediatric SLP, and at 

the JMU/Sentara Voice and Swallow Clinic at Sentara RMH. 
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