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STATEMENT ON EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
 

It is the position of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association that 
audiologists and speech-language pathologists incorporate the principles of evidence-
based practice in clinical decision making to provide high-quality clinical care. The term 
evidence-based practice refers to an approach in which current, high-quality research 
evidence is integrated with practitioner expertise and client preferences and values into 
the process of making clinical decisions. 
 
Participants are encouraged to actively seek and critically evaluate the evidence basis 
for clinical procedures presented in this and other educational programs. 
 
Adopted by the Scientific and Professional Education Board, April 2006 
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Gretchen Ehret, MA, CCC-SLP, is the Associate Director of 

Certification for Programs at ASHA. In her career as a 

speech-language pathologist, she has worked in numerous 

states in numerous settings, including schools; private 

practice; and outpatient, acute care, long-term care, and 

inpatient health care facilities. In her role at ASHA, she 

works closely with the Council for Clinical Certification in 

Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CFCC), and is 

the ex-officio to the Committee on Clinical Specialty 

Certification (CCSC).   
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Mary Sue Fino-Szumski, PhD, MBA, CCC-A, is the Director 

of Clinical Education and an assistant professor for the 

Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences at Vanderbilt 

University School of Medicine. She teaches graduate 

courses on billing and coding as well as business and 

financial management. In addition, she guest lectures on a 

variety of management topics, including supervision and 

employment issues. She works with students and clinical 

supervisors to ensure that the department’s clinical education 

opportunities allow students to achieve their clinical goals 

and meet credentialing requirements. She is a member of 
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ASHA’s Council for Clinical Certification in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology 

(CFCC) and is the 2017 Vice Chair for Audiology. 
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Melissa S. Passe, MA, CCC-SLP, has served as the 

Director of the Speech and Hearing Clinic at Truman State 

University since 1992. In this capacity, she has assigned all 

undergraduate and graduate student clinicians to on- and 

off-site clinical practicum experiences as well as to their 

graduate student internship sites. She has supervised 

hundreds of student clinicians as well as visited multiple 

supervisors in practicum sites in both the school and hospital 

setting. She has had national leadership positions in and 

presented on the topics of supervision, certification, ethical 

issues, and the SLP Praxis exam. She has served as an ASHA CAA site visitor and sat 

on the ASHA SIG 11 steering committee.    
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