
Creating AAC-Friendly Environments 

ASHA Self-Study PD102228 

FACULTY 

Kathy L. Howery, PhD, began her career nearly 40 years ago, 

focusing on finding ways for students with the most complex needs to 

share their voices in the world. From 2004 to 2008, she led the 

Alberta Assistive Technology for Learning Initiative. She has 

developed and taught graduate level courses in assistive technology, 

inclusive education, Universal Design for Learning, and augmentative 

and alternative communication. Her research focuses on using 

phenomenological methods to explore the lived experience of young 

people who speak with (or through) speech-generating devices. 

Howery is incoming President of ISAAC Canada and a past board 

member of the Alberta Chapter of the Council for Exceptional 

Children. She has held positions on the Inclusive Learning Network of the International 

Society of Technology in Education (ILN/ISTE) and on the leadership team of the 

Universal Design for Learning-Implementation Research Network (UDL-IRN). Howery 

provides ongoing consultation to Alberta school jurisdictions in the areas of UDL; special 

education; and supporting children and youth developing communication, language, and 

literacy. Currently, Howery has developed an online certificate for teaching students with 

complex communication needs (CCN) and is a member of the Alberta Low Incidence 

Collaborative Supports team with primary responsibility in the area of CCN.  
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Chelsea Hagen (contributor) is a 24-year-old writer and airbrush 

artist who was born and raised in rural Alberta, Canada. She uses 

her Accent 144 Minspeak device, with two switch head control, which 

helps her communicate, write, and paint. Therefore, she calls her art 

“Noggin Art by Chelsea.” She enjoys using her noggin to create 

amazing stories and paintings. Her interest are antiquing, fishing, 

bowling, watching equestrian, stage plays, movies, music, history, 

camping, cooking, and eating. Her favorite thing to do is write, and 

she wants to make it her full-time career. She has already been 

published in a poetry book and magazines. She has made two short 

films, writes for the AAC Language Lab international blog, and is an 

executive board member for ISAAC Canada. Hagen’s next adventure is to enroll in 

university to hopefully receive her BA degree in English and get a few of her own books 

published. 
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